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After several months of negotiations, leaders of the country's various political factions appear to
be nearing agreement on a formula to resolve disagreements over constitutional reforms. The
disagreements have virtually paralyzed legislative affairs for the past 15 months. Since proposals
to convoke early general elections, a national plebiscite, or elections for a constituent assembly
have been discarded, most political parties are now in favor of approving a sweeping package of
constitutional reforms through an ordinary legislative session. On Dec. 3, the National Assembly
began to debate a bill which would eliminate the legal requirement that proposed constitutional
reforms must be approved in two consecutive legislative sessions. If approved, the bill would
allow the proposed package of constitutional reforms to go into effect in early 1994. The package
of reforms hammered out in meetings between leaders from the Sandinista National Liberation
Front (FSLN) and the ten-party National Opposition Union (UNO) alliance include changes to
92 of the Constitution's 202 articles. The current Magna Carta, promulgated in 1987 under the
former FSLN government, provided broad powers to the executive branch. The proposed reforms
would transfer vast areas of executive authority to the legislature. The reforms, already agreed to
by negotiators from UNO and the FSLN, cover areas such as political rights and responsibilities,
defense, the economy, agrarian reform, public finances, organization of the state, and municipal
affairs. Specific reforms include: * The term for elected legislators and for the president and vice
president would be reduced from six years to five years, beginning after expiration in 1996 of the
terms of those currently serving in office. * For the office of president, the current system, which
allows for reelection to consecutive terms in office, would be changed to one allowing reelection
to alternate terms. * Reforms which would give political parties and the legislature greater control
over the appointment of justices to the Supreme Court and to the Supreme Electoral Council. *
New guarantees in the area of property rights, including a ban on confiscations. * Elimination of
military conscription. * Reduction of executive branch powers, including decision-making authority
in the areas of domestic economic policy and international financial relations. * A ban on holding
public office for close relatives of the president. * Members of the military who wish to run for public
office would have to retire from the armed forces at least 12 months in advance. The reform package
is still pending final approval by the UNO political council. Approval by the UNO leadership
would virtually assure the necessary votes in the National Assembly for the reforms to become
law. Constitutional reforms require the support of 60% of the Assembly's deputies, or 56 of the
current 92 deputies (FSLN 39, UNO 43, Center Group of UNO dissidents 10). [Sources: Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, Notimex, 11/30/93; Agence France-Presse,
11/30/93, 12/03/93]
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